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Several reports released during the month of December on political killings, armed rebel activity,
and the spiralling crime rate have underscored the extent to which post-war reconciliation remains
an elusive goal, over three and one half years after conclusion of the official demobilization
campaign. First, a report on human rights abuses released by the Tripartite Commission in midDecember led to renewed public controversy over responsibility for politically-motivated killings.
The Commission comprised of delegates from the government, the Catholic church hierarchy,
and the Organization of American States's International Support and Verification Commission
(Comision Internacional de Apoyo y Verificacion, CIAV-OEA) released the document on Dec. 17, the
third such report produced by the group to date (NotiSur, April 30, 1993).
The Commission was established in October 1992 in order to investigate dozens of killings of
demobilized combatants from both sides of the former contra war. This most recent Commission
report contained conclusions regarding 22 such deaths, all former contras allegedly killed by
police or army personnel. Deputy foreign minister Jose Pallais, who presides over the Tripartite
Commission, told reporters that the investigators found probable cause for assigning responsibility
for the killings to 14 members of the Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista, EPS)
and six agents of the National Police, as well as suspected negligence and involvement in coverups
on the part of several EPS officers.
"During the investigations, we encountered a negative attitude and lack of cooperation from the
police and the army," Pallais declared. The Commission urged President Violeta Chamorro to carry
out reforms to the military criminal code, asserting that the code promotes impunity for members
of the armed forces. In a letter published in local newspapers on Dec. 20, EPS chief Gen. Humberto
Ortega rejected the charges against the army and police as "prejudiced and revengeful." Ortega
wrote that, "this negative attitude on the part of the Tripartite Commission stems from the fact that
the members have failed to place themselves above the climate of political polarization and revenge,
and have not been able to resist the constant pressures from US government officials against the
EPS."

Biased reports?
According to some human rights defense groups, the three reports released to date by the Tripartite
Commission have focused almost exclusively on crimes committed against former contras,
minimizing or ignoring altogether killings of demobilized army personnel and supporters of the
Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN).
Meanwhile, separate reports released in late December by the EPS, the police, and the Nicaraguan
Human Rights Center (Centro Nicaraguense de Derechos Humanos, CENIDH) indicate that
political violence, common crime, and armed rebel activities all increased sharply during 1993 in
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comparison to the previous year. A report on political violence during 1993 released by the CENIDH
documented a significant deterioration of the human rights situation in the country. CENIDH
received a total of 780 allegations of human rights abuses during the year. According to the report,
482 persons were assassinated in 1993 for political reasons. Over half of the victims were either
affiliated with the FSLN or were members of agricultural cooperatives, while 172 were former contra
combatants. Most of the killings took place in the northern departments of Matagalpa, Jinotega,
Esteli, Nueva Segovia, and Madriz.
Meanwhile, according to information released on Dec. 22 by EPS chief Ortega, in the first 11 months
of 1993, the army registered a total of 247 clashes with groups of rearmed former rebels. As a result
of the armed clashes, Ortega said 487 persons were killed (260 recontra and recompa rebels, 181
civilian non-combatants, and 46 army troops). During the same period, Ortega said 176 peasants and
agricultural producers were kidnapped by rebels or by common criminals. Ortega confirmed that
the number of dead, wounded, and kidnap victims was significantly higher than the previous year.
For his part, National Police chief Fernando Caldera said the total number of crimes registered by
the police during 1993 surpassed 40,000 (108 per day), up from 35,924 crimes (98 per day) in 1992.
Over half of the total consisted of crimes against individuals, including murder, aggravated assault,
rape, and armed robbery. Caldera was sharply critical of the central government for earmarking
less than US$16 million for the police in 1994, an amount which he said will make it difficult for the
authorities to contain the spiralling crime rate.
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